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Beyond the Textbook: Math Skills That Pay Off

Learning mathematics has benefits that extend beyond the classroom. Learning math increases cognitive
skills such as working memory and mental agility. It enhances analytical skills and improves attention and
focus. But improving brain power is only part of the benefit of math. Most of the skills students learn in
school will be used on a regular basis once they reach adulthood. Because of this, Northridge takes a hands-on
approach to teaching real-world skills throughout students’ academic careers.

Once students reach the middle school level, they start to learn more
of the complex skills they will need to live independently. Students learn
about how to find sales prices, discounts, unit rates, sales tax, commission,
and other financial skills. In Careers class, students learn about how to
interpret a paycheck stub, understand deductions and withholdings, and
how to budget for job-related expenses. At this age, keeping students
active is an important part of learning. Michelle Hinegardner, 8th grade
math teacher, recently led students through an exploration of slope that
included transforming the classroom into a giant graph and having students
act as points, connecting to each other with lengths of yarn. “My goal is to be sure students are ready for high
school,” explained Mrs. Hinegardner recently. “They need to pass the state tests in high school to earn their
high school diplomas, and eighth grade is my last chance to make sure they’re ready for high school.”

The fun continues for 9th graders. Tiffany Bozeman’s
Algebra I students have Fun Friday Fifteen 1-2 times per
month. Fun Friday Fifteen consists of fifteen minutes of games
that focus on math vocabulary, both current and from past
grades. They play Tik Tok style games, pictionary, Jeopardy
and others. The competition is fierce and the students have fun
all while strengthening their knowledge of math vocabulary.

Once they reach higher grades, students are often involved
in more abstract math processes. These are activities that
have a huge impact on building skills such as breaking down
a problem into steps to solve it, finding what information is present and what is still needed, and developing a
plan to resolve the problem. Students in Dave Belna’s statistics classes recently completed a performance task
where they were given data about car insurance ratings and had to make a recommendation to their “supervisor”
on the effectiveness of their rates. Students computed comparative statistics, created a box plot, and wrote a
memo for their suggestions. By making comparisons, they were able to recognize the need to raise rates for
certain SUV's because the company was losing money, and to lower rates on other
types of vehicles to make sure they stayed competitive with other insurance companies.
Connections were made between the statistics they were learning in class and
how they could be applied as a career down the road in actuarial science.

By keeping the focus of math instruction grounded in real-word contexts,
NLS teachers can ensure buy-in from the students. When students see how

in adulthood, they are more willing to persevere in problem
solving, and to put in the work necessary to experience
success.




In order to receive
the district one-call, please
update your child’s FINAL
FORMS on our website.
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Grandparents Day

Weather Delays
and Closings

Inclement weather during the
winter months can result in school
cancellations because of unsafe travel
conditions. The primary consid-
erations in the decision to delay,
dismiss, or cancel school:

» safety of students and staff.

Delay/Closing Options

The delay/closing options for the
Northridge Schools are:

e TWO-HOUR DELAY - ALL sched-
ules are adjusted two hours. Champions

“A grandparent is a little bit e street conditions. Preschool A .M. Session will be closed.
parent, a little bit teacher, and a little e current weather and forecasts. (Breakfast will NOT be served.)
bit friend,” goes the old saying. In « status of bus fleet. « CLOSED - ALL buildings are closed.
today’s world, grandparents provide . it ildi ..
a Vailable sec oid s ogrc e of E)V e condition of buildings and The decision to close and/or delay

grounds.
consultation with police, town-
ship road department, and other
schools.

school is usually broadcast by area
TV, radio stations, and the district
one-call system by 6:30 a.m.

support, and care for our Northridge .
families. Even though grandparents

are recognized and appreciated at

the elementary level, Northridge

wanted to give middle and high school
students a chance to spend some special time with their beloved grandparents as well.

On Friday, December 12th, we invited grandparents in during the one-hour delay for “Hugs and Hot Cocoa,” a casual
morning including breakfast snacks, holiday music, card games and coloring pages; and the special feature - a hot cocoa
bar! Grandkids and grandparents got to enjoy some delicious hot cocoa prepared by our own Judi Hunter, and choose
their toppings, including whipped cream, red sugar, sprinkles, cinnamon, mini marshmallows, and peppermint spoons.

The cafeteria was filled with the warm chatter of families enjoying electronic-free time together, and the smiles were
warmer than the cocoa. Special thanks to Building Administrator Aaron Drakeford, Secretary Linda Brumley, Student
Success Administrator Marcey Robinson, Food Service Supervisor Judi Hunter, Behavior Interventionist AJ Johnson,
teachers Jerry Clager and Sarah Wallace, and Custodians Patty Kelly and Jesse Hardin for making this possible.

Staff Shout-Outs

Northridge families and the community are invited to

Dough-lightful Success

o

From November 10th-

b=l December 2nd, students at
Northridge Elementary sold
Mrs. Fields cookie dough as a
fundraiser for the Northridge
PTO. The fundraiser was a huge
success, generating over $4,000 for the PTO to use toward
field day and other PTO-sponsored activities.

As an added incentive, the two top sellers got the ultimate
VIP experience! Deputy Justin Bone from the Sheriff’s
Office drove kindergartner Amelia Hudson, and Battalion
Chief Dave Nangle from the Harrison Twp. Fire Department
drove 1st grader Ryann McLaughlin to school one morning.

Special thanks to our PTO for organizing the fundraiser
and always supporting our students with awesome oppor-
tunities, and to School Resource Officer Jeanine Whit-
taker for arranging the VIP experience!

recognize faculty and staff at Northridge Local Schools
for any outstanding efforts they see! Families can nomi-
nate a bus driver, food service worker, teacher, instruc-
tional aide, secretary, or any other adult working with
Northridge students.

To nominate a
faculty or staff mem-
ber, please scan the QR
code!




Middle of Year Map Testing

We have reached Middle of Year (MOY) Benchmark testing for our Tier
I, Intensive Reading Instruction Program at the Middle School! As you may
recall, all students participate in a triad of formal, benchmark assessments
three times annually to compare their current reading levels and previous as-
sessment data to grade level norms and their own past achievement.

All students complete a Maze assessment of comprehension, and those that
don’t meet benchmark then silently read several passages and answer multiple
choice questions. Students who do not score at benchmark are then pulled
to read aloud in a timed assessment of oral reading fluency and retelling to a
skilled interventionist.

During the first two weeks of December, middle school students were
put through the paces to demonstrate their growth. An integral part of this
process is goal setting with the students. Students are given their previous
scores, shown benchmark targets, and then guided to set and write their own
personal goals for this round of assessments.

MOY data shows great growth! In grades 6-8, 29 students no longer re-
quire intervention because of their progress. An additional 48 have shown so
much progress that they may exit intervention by the end of the year if their
growth continues. In 6th grade, 77% of students are at or above benchmark.
In 7th grade, 11 students have moved up from “Well Below Benchmark™ and
6 more have improved from “Below Benchmark.” In the 8th grade, the num-
bers are 14 and 5 for students moving up from each level.

Students who move into the district are not automatically placed into Tier
IT small groups. However, 11 students who have joined us since the begin-
ning of the year will begin receiving services. “We are so proud of the hard
work and growth our middle schoolers are showing,” says MTSS Interven-
tionist Susan Irwin. “It’s proof that the program works and that Governor
DeWine was right to put his faith in Northridge Schools as a front runner in
implementing the Science of Reading into our daily instruction.”

Despite what your grandma always said, cold weather doesn’t make you
sick...GERMS DO! Wet hair and short sleeves may make your body cold, so it
will respond accordingly - shivering, runny nose, etc. But it’s good ole’ fash-
ioned bacteria and viruses that make you sick...PERIOD.

So WHY do people get sick more in the winter? The number one reason is
we tend to stay inside around other people most of the day and for longer peri-
ods of time. Crowded conditions often means being exposed to other people’s
germs at a much higher rate. So, we get sick.

Also, viruses thrive in cold, dry conditions and are much more available
during the winter. Stress is typically higher in the winter and our ability to get
key vitamins from the sun is lower. All of that means our immune systems just
aren’t as strong.

So how do we fight against nature? First, wash your hands well, at least long
enough to sing “Happy Birthday” twice. Use soap and warm water, and wash
before eating, after using the bathroom, and after blowing your nose. Keep your
body strong by getting good quality sleep, drinking plenty of water, and eating
a diet rich in colorful fruits, vegetables, and lean protein. Stay up to date on
vaccines, and see your doctor if you’re running a fever (over 100.1°), or if your
symptoms last longer than 10 days. Remember, a healthy polar bear is a happy
polar bear!

Shane’s Brains: Grandma Was Wrong

8 Board of Education
Meeting - 6:00 p.m.

22 Board of Education Meeting

Work Session - 6:00 p.m.

January Sports

Varsity Boys Basketball

Game time 7:00 p.m. unless noted.

3 Bethel*

6 Troy Christian*

9 Milton Union

10 Carlisle*

16 Lehman Catholic*
19 Margeretta

21 Miami East

23 Riverside*

27 Covington*

30 Bethel

Varsity Girls Basketball

Game time 7:00 p.m. unless noted.

8 Lehman Catholic*
10 Miami East - 12:00 p.m.
15 Riverside*
17 Covington* - 11:00 a.m.
20 Middletown Christian*
22 Bethel
24 Norwood - 12:15 p.m.
29 Troy Christian

Bowling
Match time 4:00 p.m. unless noted.
8 Tri-Match at Poelking Wilmington
15 Stivers at Poelking Wilmington
22 Stivers at Capri Lanes
27 Dayton Christian at Poelking South

Boys Wrestling

10 Bellbrook - 10:00 a.m.
17 Brookville - 8:00 a.m.
30 Lima Central - 5:30 p.m.
31 Lima Central - 9:00 a.m.

Girls Wrestling

17 Northmont - 10:00 a.m.
24 William Henry Harrison
- 10:00 a.m.

* Home




Second Annual Polar Fest

Snow can’t keep a polar bear down! Despite the frigid temperatures and pow-
dery snowfall, Northridge Local Schools was so excited to host the Polar Fest on
Sunday, December 14th in our main building campus from 6:00-8:00 p.m.

It turned out to be quite a festive night! Santa Claus arrived by fire truck, es-
corted by the local authorities to ensure he made it through the cold weather. They
arrived just in time for Mr. Claus to join Mrs. Claus at 6:30 for the Christmas tree
lighting in our 6-12 Polar Bear Cafe. Santa then headed to the library, where he
was able to meet with and check in on Northridge Polar Bear cubs. He undoubt-
edly got a quick report from the cafeteria elves, Tinsel &
and Lil’ Joey, before heading back to the North Pole to
continue preparing for the upcoming holiday.

An exciting feature of Polar Fest was the Craft Bazaar! Local vendors set up in the high
school gym to sell their own, handmade products. Among the vendors were the Fine Arts
Boosters and the Polar Bear Career Center! Shoppers could purchase student-made products
to raise money for their groups!

Jacob Lorkovic and Christina Suppo led the Northridge Band and Choir to perform Christmas music all evening

: ; long. The talented students sang and played classic holiday music to bring cheer and smiles
to the faces of all of our visitors.

The Polar Bear Book Swap was there to represent once again. Through their tireless vol-
unteer efforts, they were able to pass along 246 books to Northridge families and students!

Combined with games, cookies, and a Christmas movie, the event was truly a pleasure for
all to enjoy! Thank you to our community partners, NHS Student Council, NLS teachers, the
Polar Bear Book Swap, and the PBBC for making this special evening possible!

Trivia Fun

Scan the QR code or go to the following website, https://forms.gle/vXwFwmHKs23JT-
mN89, to participate in our fun, 5 question trivia quiz for December! This month’s theme is
“Holiday Humdingers.” Winners will be mailed a ticket for FREE entry into one Northridge
HOME game, and have their names mentioned in the next issue of the Dividends!

Thank you to everyone who participated last month. Our November winner was 2019 North-
ridge graduate Summer Cook and the runner up was 1986 graduate Kelly Knife-Severs. Keep
an eye on your mailboxes for your free home game entry tickets!
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